National Ethics Application Form 
(Abridged for Communication Research study)
Please fill in your answers to all questions in the column provided. You may answer N/A for not applicable.
	Qn.No.
	Question
	

	1.1.1
	What is the formal title of this research proposal?
	

	1.2.1
	Give a concise and simple description (not more than 400 words), in plain language, of the aims of this project, the proposal research design and the methods to be used to achieve those aims.
	Write the draft Intro + Method here

	4.1.1.1.1.1.1
	Anticipated start date or date range
	

	4.1.1.1.1.1.2
	Anticipated finish date or date range
	

	5.2.1
	Describe the theoretical, empirical and/or conceptual basis, and background evidence, for the research proposal, eg. previous studies, anecdotal evidence, review of literature, prior observation, laboratory or animal studies.
	Brief literature review goes here

	5.2.2
	State the aims of the research and the research question and/or hypotheses, where appropriate.
	Research question goes here

	5.3.2
	What expected benefits (if any) will this research have for the wider community?
	

	5.3.3
	What expected benefits (if any) will this research have for participants? 
	

	5.3.4
	Are there any risks to participants as a result of participation in this research project?
	

	5.3.5
	Explain how the likely benefit of the research justifies the risks of harm or discomfort to participants.
	

	5.3.8
	Are there any other risks involved in this research? eg. to the research team, the organisation, others  
	

	5.3.8.1.2
	Explain how these risks will be negated/minimised/managed.
	

	5.3.8.1.3
	Explain how these risks will be monitored.
	

	5.3.8.1.4
	Explain how any harm to participants, resulting from these risks, will be reported.
	

	5.3.9
	Is it anticipated that the research will lead to commercial benefit for the investigator(s) and or the research sponsor(s)?   
	

	5.3.11
	Is there a risk that the dissemination of results could cause harm of any kind to individual participants - whether their physical, psychological, spiritual, emotional, social or financial well-being, or to their employability or professional relationships - or to their communities?
	

	5.3.11.1.1
	Describe the risk and explain how it will be managed.
	

	6.2.2
	What is the expected total number of participants in this project at all sites?
	

	6.2.3.2
	Expected number of participants in this group 
	

	6.2.3.3
	Age range 
	

	6.2.3.4
	Other relevant characteristics of this participant group  
	

	6.2.3.5
	Why are these characteristics relevant to the aims of the project?
	

	6.4.2
	Describe what steps, if any, will be taken to ensure that the relationship does not impair participants' free and voluntary consent and participation in the project.
	

	6.4.3
	Describe what steps, if any, will be taken to ensure that decisions about participation in the research do not impair any existing or foreseeable future relationship between participants and researcher / investigator or organisations.
	

	6.4.5
	Is it intended that the interview transcript will be shown or made available to participants?
	

	6.4.5.1
	Why is it considered important that participants have access to this information?
	

	6.5.1
	What processes will be used to identify potential participants?
	

	6.5.2
	Is it proposed to 'screen' or assess the suitability of the potential participants for the study?
	

	6.5.2.1.1
	How will this be done?
	

	6.5.3
	Describe how initial contact will be made with potential participants.
	

	6.5.3.1
	Do you intend to include both males and females in this study?
	

	6.5.3.1.1
	What is the expected ratio of males to females that will be recruited into this study and does this ratio accurately reflect the distribution of the disease, issue or condition within the general community?
	

	6.5.3.1.2
	Please explain why only one sex is involved in the study.  In doing this you will need to demonstrate why this approach is valid.
	

	6.5.4
	Is an advertisement, e-mail, website, letter or telephone call proposed as the form of  initial contact with potential participants?
	

	6.5.4.1.1
	Provide details and a copy of text/script. 
	

	6.6.1
	Will consent for participation in this research be sought from all participants?
	

	6.6.1.1.1
	Explain why consent will not be sought from all participants.
	

	6.6.1.2.1
	Will there be participants who have capacity to give consent for themselves?
	

	6.6.1.2.1.1
	What mechanisms/assessments/tools are to be used, if any, to determine each of these participant's capacity to decide whether or not to participate?
	

	6.6.1.2.1.2.1.4
	Are any of the participants children or young people?
	Participants cannot be children

	6.6.1.2.1.2.1.5
.2.1.1
	Explain how this research is intended to advance knowledge.
	

	6.6.1.1.3
	Describe the consent process, ie how participants or those deciding for them will be informed about, and choose whether or not to participate in, the project.
	Need a consent form here

	6.6.1.1.4
	If a participant or person on behalf of a participant chooses not to participate, are there specific consequences of which they should be made aware, prior to making this decision?
	

	6.6.1.1.4.1
	Might individual participants be identifiable by other members of their group, and if so could this identification could expose them to risks?
	

	6.6.1.1.5
	If a participant or person on behalf of a participant chooses to withdraw from the research, are there specific consequences of which they should be made aware, prior to giving consent?
	

	6.6.4.2
	Does the research aim to expose illegal activity?
	

	6.6.4.2.1.1
	Why does the value of exposing the illegal activity justify the adverse effects on the people exposed? 
	

	6.6.4.2.1.2
	How is their privacy protected ?
	Very important

	6.6.4.2.2.1
	Why is it impracticable to seek consent?
	

	6.6.4.2.2.2
	Why is it thought that participants would have consented?
	

	6.6.4.2.2.5
	Will the results of the research have significance for the welfare of participants?
	

	6.6.4.2.2.5.1
	What is the plan for making information available?
	

	6.6.5
	Is it possible that the research will involve the disclosure of unlawful conduct, or concealment of a crime, by individuals or definable groups?
	

	6.6.5.1.2
	What steps, if any, will be taken to protect participants?
	

	7.1.1
	Describe what steps will be taken to ensure each participant's free and voluntary consent and participation in the project given that the person's  language is other than English ?
	

	7.6.6.4
	Provide a justification for the proposed research.
	

	8.2.4
	List ALL research personnel and others who, for the purposes of this research, will have authority to use or have access to the information and describe the nature of the use or access. Examples of others are: student supervisors, research monitors, pharmaceutical company monitors . 
	

	8.3.1
	In what formats will the information be stored during the research project? (eg. paper copy, computer file on floppy disk or CD, audio tape, videotape, film)
	

	8.3.3
	In what formats will the information be stored after project completion? (eg. paper copy, computer file on floppy disk or CD, audio tape, videotape, film)
	

	8.3.4
	Specify the measures to be taken to ensure the security of information from misuse, loss, or unauthorised access while stored after project completion (eg. will identifiers be removed and at what stage? Will the information be physically stored in a locked cabinet?)
	

	8.3.5
	The information which will be stored at the completion of this project is of the following type(s).  Tick more than one box if applicable.
	

	8.3.7
	What arrangements are in place with regard to the storage of the information collected for, used in, or generated by this project in the event that the principal researcher / investigator ceases to be engaged  at the current organisation?
	

	8.5.1
	Will the information collected for, used in, or generated by this project be disposed of at some stage?
	

	8.5.1.1.2
	How will information, in all forms, be disposed?
	

	8.6.1.1.2
	How will the results be communicated to participants? eg telephone call, individual letter, copy of publication, consultation with a medical practitioner or other
	

	8.6.1.1.3
	Who will be responsible for communicating the project results to participants?
	

	8.6.4.1.2
	Explain why the results will be reported to a person other than the participant?
	

	8.6.4.1.3
	Will the participant be told that their results will be reported to another person?
	

	8.6.5
	Is the research likely to reveal a significant risk to the health or well being of persons other than the participant, eg family members, colleagues
	

	8.6.6
	Is there a risk that the dissemination of results could cause harm of any kind to individual  participants - whether their physical, psychological, spiritual, emotional, social or financial well-being, or to their employability or professional relationships - or to their communities?
	

	8.6.6.1
	Describe the risk and explain how it will be managed.
	

	8.6.7
	How is it intended to disseminate the results of the research? eg report, publication, thesis
	

	8.6.8
	Will the confidentiality of participants and their data be protected in the dissemination of research results? 
	

	8.6.8.1.1
	Explain how confidentiality of participants and their data will be protected in the dissemination of research results
	

	9.6.7.1.3
	Please detail how you have considered any potential psychological, social and cultural significance of the research.
	

	9.8.0
	Indicate at whose workplace the research is to be conducted (tick more than open if applicable):
	

	9.8.1
	What is the relationship of the researcher / investigator to  the workplace , eg. proprietor, student, consultant, employee? Past or present?
	

	9.9.5
	Will this research project involve access to, use, collection or acquisition of culturally sensitive artefacts?
	

	9.9.5.1.1
	Describe the artefacts and how cultural sensitivity will be respected.
	


